Need More
Information?
We’re Here
to Help!

About Compassion
As one of the world’s leading child development organizations,
Compassion partners with the local church in 25 countries to end
poverty in the lives of children and their families. Today, nearly
two million children and their families are discovering lives full of

Thank you so much
for speaking up
for children
living in poverty.

promise and purpose as they develop in all aspects of their lives—
minds, bodies and relationships—while discovering God’s love for
them in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

If you have any questions regarding
your Sharing Compassion event,
please don’t hesitate to contact us.
Simply visit us at SharingCompassion.ca
or call 1-800-563-5437 to speak to a
staff member.
We’re convinced Compassion has the
best supporters in the world. Thank you
so much for your passion and action for
children living in poverty!

COMPASSION CANADA, Box 5591 London, ON N6A 5G8
TEL: (519) 668-0224 TOLL FREE: 1-800-563-5437 FAX: (519) 685-1107
EMAIL: volunteer@compassion.ca

www.compassion.ca

Your Event Guide

Intro letter

Dear friend,
I’d like to tell you a story. Last year I visited a Compassion child
development centre in Haiti. After meeting children and staff, I
journeyed to the home of a young girl named Louidjine. She shared
a 10-square metre house with her mom and twin brother. It was
a sobering visit. Louidjine’s mom was an orphan and they had no
extended family. They were destitute and lacked hope. But after a
neighbour introduced them to the local church and Compassion’s
Child Sponsorship Program, the family’s life changed. They now have
the assurance of food, education, healthcare, and the opportunity to
discover the hope of Christ.
This is what sponsorship is all about. It’s something I am reminded
of regularly and meeting Louidjine and her family reinforced this.
The connection between a child living in poverty and a sponsor who
gives, prays and cares is at the heart of a life-changing relationship for
Louidjine and other children like her.
Sharing Compassion is about sharing YOUR story as a sponsor. We
will provide you some guidelines to use, but we encourage you
to share your heart! Global poverty is a big issue that can seem
insurmountable. But when we bring it back to a single child, breaking
the cycle of poverty is possible.
I’d like to personally express my deep thanks to you for holding a
Sharing Compassion event. You are giving a voice to the voiceless,
and I am confident that lives will be changed because of it. Thank you.

Tracy Smith
Compassion Canada
Volunteer Network Manager
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Your
Sharing
Compassion
Event

This guide will walk you through what
happens during a Sharing Compassion
event and help you plan your time.
Here’s what you’ll find out:

Step 1

What to do before
your presentation
Ideas to help you plan your
Sharing Compassion event.

Step 2

What to do on the day
of your presentation
Useful tips to ensure your
presentation is as successful as
possible.

Step 3

What to do after your
presentation
How to manage your Child
Sponsorship Forms – and get
children sponsored!

Grab a coffee,
make yourself comfy,
and let’s get into it!
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Step 1

Sharing
Compassion
Checklist

What to do before your presentation
Planning ahead will ensure your event is the best it can be.

☐ Talk with your pastor or event organizer
Before registering your event, you would have checked with your
pastor or event organizer about holding a Sharing Compassion event.
It will also be helpful to talk through things like the amount of time
you’ll have, when your presentation will occur during the service or
event, if you can show a Compassion video, and whether the pastor
or event organizer would be willing to participate too. Just a few
supporting words from a pastor or leader can make a difference!

☐ Organize your child sponsorship table
Check if your church or event location can provide a table or bring
one from home. Ask the leadership for a good location for your table
– a place where people can see and reach it easily. This is a good
time to review your resources and be familiar with the items in your kit
and on the USB card. Pay special attention to the media clip sharing
with you how to help someone fill out a child profile. If you are looking
for activities for children and youth, they are available on the USB card
as well.

☐ Prepare your presentation
Refer to the Plan Your Presentation section (on page 10) for a
suggested script and ideas. Make sure your presentation is personal –
share your Compassion story! Your audience will respond to hearing
from you in your own words and from your heart. Think about how you
will conclude your time of sharing - make sure you include a clear ask
to sponsor a child and an encouragement to your audience that they
can make a difference in the life of a child!

☐ Arrange to play a video
We encourage you to show an inspirational video found on the USB
card as part of your presentation. Talk with the media staff to ensure
they will be prepared to play the video, and test it in advance. This will
help avoid awkward technical difficulties!
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☐ Promote your Sharing Compassion event
Let people know about your upcoming event by making
announcements in the week(s) leading up to the event. Hang up the
Sharing Compassion posters at your event location and post the
provided social media images on your Facebook and Instagram pages.

☐ Pray
Keep praying for your event. We’ll be praying for you as you speak up
for vulnerable children living in poverty.

Step 2

What to do on the day of your presentation

☐ Arrive early
Arrive early enough before the service or event to set up, practice,
feel fully prepared and enjoy a well-deserved coffee.

☐ Test your equipment
If you are showing a video or using PowerPoint, test it before your
presentation to make sure everything is working. Check your audio
microphone to ensure the sound is clear and at the appropriate volume.

☐ Set up your child sponsorship table

Step 3

What to do after your presentation

☐ Hang out at your child sponsorship table
Be sure to go to your sponsorship table straight after your presentation
to answer questions and help people become sponsors. An overview
to filling out a Child Sponsorship Form will be included with your child
profiles before your event. We also have a helpful video on your USB
card about the child profile and Child Sponsorship Form. Answers to
common questions about sponsorship can be found on page 22.

☐ Keep the sign-up table up longer
If your event is in a location that you can leave your sponsorship table
up for a week or two, do so! It’s gives people another opportunity to
ask questions, get involved and sponsor a child.

☐ Mail back your completed Child Sponsorship Forms
Please mail the completed Child Sponsorship Forms back to our
London office in the provided return envelope. Please drop your
envelope off at the designated courier outlet and be sure to obtain a
receipt from them. This is part of following Compassion’s guidelines
outlined on page 26 (The Serious Stuff: Protecting People’s Details).
Please be sure to complete the Sponsorship Completion Form that
was included with your child profiles and include it in your envelope.

On an ordinary day, it’s a humble table. But on Sharing Compassion
day, it will be where the child sponsorship action is! Keep your Child
Sponsorship Profiles as the stars of the show, and have your Child
Request Forms on hand (if you run out or someone has a special
request for sponsorship). Make sure there are lots of pens available too.

☐ Give your presentation
Remember to speak from your heart and share your personal story.
Be sure to conclude by inviting people to come to your sponsorship
table after the service to select a child and sign-up.
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Presentation Outline
You can use this outline as a guide for your presentation. Fill in the blank
spaces or adapt and personalize it – your audience will love hearing
your personal experience of sponsoring a child. If you’d like to create a
PowerPoint presentation, we’ve provided slides for you on the USB card.

Plan Your
Presentation

1. Introduction
Hi, for those who don’t know me, I am Sharing Compassion today
and joining Christians across Canada who are speaking up on
behalf of children living in poverty.
Before I start, I want to introduce you to someone who is very
special to me. (Hold up the photo of your sponsored child). This is
____________ a little girl/boy that I sponsor from ____________.

Option: Briefly share a little about this child – personal thoughts/
feelings. How has this blessed you? How has this child impacted
your family, your faith?

She’s just one of the millions of children who live in extreme
poverty and face incredible challenges each and every day.
For children like (name), it isn’t just hunger or poor living
conditions that cause her such harm. Many kids in poverty have
come to believe that their lives simply don’t matter—that they are
worthless, unloved, and that there is no hope.
By sponsoring (name) through Compassion, I/we have found a
personal way to intervene in her life, tell her that she is loved,
and help her find a way out of poverty. We write to (name), and
we get letters back. She knows that we care about her, and she
has become a very special person in our lives.
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2. Show the video
We have included a number of different video’s on a USB card. Please
pick one that will most resonate with your audience and fit into your
time format.

I am Sharing Compassion today and joining Christians across
Canada who are speaking up for children who are living in
horrible, dangerous, and tragic circumstances. Perhaps you
already sponsor a child. Or maybe you have always wanted to,
but just haven’t been sure how to start.
Let’s watch this short video—and as you watch, please consider
whether today might be the day that God calls you to begin your
personal ministry to a child—in the name of Jesus.

4. Invite people to become sponsors
Today, I’d like to encourage you to sponsor a child of your own.
If you’re already a sponsor, would you consider adding another
sponsored child to your family? As a sponsor, you play a special
role in encouraging your sponsored child. As you give your love
and support, you’ll be showing a child in need that you are there
for them. You’ll be showing them that they are important and that
their lives matter.
I’ll be at the table (give location) where you can choose a specific
child and become a sponsor today! (Hold up a child profile, or
share the name of a child waiting for a sponsor).
Thank you so much!

3. Personal thoughts
This video has special meaning to me because we have been
sponsoring a child who has become very important to us.
Sponsoring a child has helped me to respond to many scriptures
about reaching out to care for the poor. For example, Proverbs
14:31 says “He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their
Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honours God.”

Feel free to share your own favourite verse or scripture reading in
place of this one.
OPTION: Share any personal thoughts or lessons God has
taught you. How has being a sponsor affected your spiritual life/
relationship with God?
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Speak from the heart using your
own experience and words.

Speaking
Tips

Practice, practice, practice!
You’ll feel much more confident
by being prepared than trying to
wing it.

Rehearse it out loud with all the
equipment you plan on using,
and make sure someone is able to
play the video.

Pause, smile and take your time
before speaking. Your audience
will be cheering you on.

Concentrate on the importance of
your message, not yourself.

Pray and be confident in the
knowledge that we’re called to
speak up for the poor – God’s in
control of the outcome.

15

Your presentation is done and people are waiting at your child
sponsorship table! It’s exciting – and maybe a little nerve wracking – so
follow these tips and you’ll have fun and feel confident.

Talking
About Child
Sponsorship

Ask those at your table if they have any questions or if they’re ready to
sponsor. For those ready to become sponsors, invite them to select a child
waiting sponsorship and explain how to fill out the Child Sponsorship Form.

Explaining the Child Sponsorship Form
People may ask what sponsorship means for a child living in poverty. A
Compassion-assisted child will attend a church-based child development
centre where they receive life-changing opportunities that would
otherwise be out of their reach, including:
•

The opportunity to hear the gospel in a culturally relevant way

•

Healthcare

•

Individual care and attention

•

Key life skills and vocational training, including leadership training
if older than 12 years old

•

Learning opportunities, school supplies, and assistance with
school fees as needed

•

Nutritious meals as required

Importantly, sponsorship allows a sponsor to encourage a child’s spiritual
and emotional growth through letter writing.

About Sponsorship + Urgent Needs
In addition to sponsoring a child, sponsors also have the option to
support Sponsorship + Urgent Needs for an additional $10 a month. Every
Compassion child will, at some point, require care beyond sponsorship’s
reach. Sponsorship + Urgent Needs builds upon the foundation of the
Child Sponsorship Program by providing customized solutions that
address the critical issues facing children, their families and communities
such as safe water, emergency surgery or vocational training.
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Taking Child Sponsorship Forms home
If potential sponsors need some time to think about sponsoring a child,
they can take the child profile home with them. To keep track of the
profiles taken, please have them fill out one of the sponsoring later forms
enclosed with your child profiles.

Child Request Forms
Use this form if you run out of Child Sponsorship Forms or if people want
to sponsor a child of a specific gender or from a different country than the
child profiles you were provided with. Let the sponsors know that once
the form has been returned to Compassion Canada, they will be sent their
sponsored child’s photo and a Welcome Guide. It may take up to four
weeks to find a child to meet their request.

Poverty Facts
There are a lot of statistics about poverty online today. It can be
overwhelming to read, especially when you break it down to all the areas
of development impacted by poverty: health, labour, education, water,
environment, etc.

•

Globally, 1.2 billion people (22 per cent) live on less than $1.25 a day.
Increasing the income poverty line to $2.50 a day raises the global
income poverty rate to about 50 per cent, or 2.7 billion people.

•

Leading causes of death in children under five are preterm birth
complications, pneumonia, birth asphyxia, diarrhea and malaria.
About 45 per cent of all child deaths are linked to malnutrition.

•

Diarrhea is among the top 10 leading causes of death, killing 1.5
million people in 2012.

•

About 3.2 billion people – almost half of the world’s population –
are at risk of malaria.

•

There are 168 million children worldwide trapped in child labour,
accounting for almost 11 per cent of the overall child population:
100 million boys and 68 million girls. Around half are engaged in
hazardous work.

•

Nearly 60 per cent of child labour takes place in agriculture.

•

Nine per cent of children of primary school age (typically 6 to 11
years) continue to be denied the right to education.

Sometimes, it can be helpful to share a few facts about poverty in your
presentation – with a word about HOPE too. Here are a few facts that
we’ve chosen from our Compassion International webpage:
www.compassion.com/poverty/what-is-poverty.htm.
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•

Poverty Defined: The most widely held and understood definition
of extreme poverty, established by the World Bank, defines
poverty in strictly economic terms — earning less than $1.90
a day. Worldwide, 600 million children live in extreme poverty.
Almost half the world — over 3 billion people — live on less than
$2.50 a day. Poverty is much more than economic.

•

Children in our sponsorship program are at least 30 per cent
more likely than their unsponsored peers to become leaders in
their communities and at least 40 per cent more likely to grow
into church leaders.

•

A third of all poor in the developing world are children 0–12 years.

•

In developing countries nearly half of all mothers and newborns
do not receive skilled care during and immediately after birth.
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Bible Verses
Here are some key verses that you can draw on for your Sharing
Compassion event.
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me
in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked
after me...” Matthew 25:35-36 (NIV)
“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of
all who are destitute.” Proverbs 31:8 (NIV)
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” Luke 18:16 (NIV)
“Do not take advantage of the widow or the fatherless. If you do and
they cry out to me, I will certainly hear their cry.” Exodus 22:22-23 (NIV)
“Sing to the Lord! Give praise to the Lord! He rescues the life of the
needy from the hands of the wicked.” Jeremiah 20:13 (NIV)
“And if anyone gives even a cup of water to one of these little ones
because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose
his reward.” Matthew 10:42 (NIV)
“He will defend the afflicted among the people and save the children
of the needy; He will crush the oppressor.” Psalm 72:4 (NIV)
“Have I not wept for those in trouble? Has not my soul grieved for the
poor?” Job 30:25 (NIV)
“This poor man called, and the LORD heard him; He saved him out of
all his troubles.” Psalm 34:6 (NIV)
“My whole being will exclaim, ‘Who is like you, O LORD? You rescue
the poor from those too strong for them, the poor and needy from
those who rob them.’” Psalm 35:10 (NIV)
“Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of
the poor and oppressed.” Psalm 82:3 (NIV)
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Questions
You Might
Get Asked
On the Day

When Sharing Compassion with others, there will be questions about
Compassion’s ministry. This section is meant to re-acquaint you with
Compassion; what we do, how we do it and why we feel a holistic, longterm solution to breaking the generational cycle of poverty in Jesus’ name
is so important.
If you can’t answer a question that someone asks you, you can jot it down
and get back to them. This allows you to learn along the way too. You
can also direct them to the compassion.ca website or have them call our
Compassion office at 800-563-5437.

Poverty – the Full Story
Poverty is complex. The impacts of poverty are more farreaching than simply disease or physical hunger. Poverty can
strip away a child’s dignity and leave them feeling that they
have little worth or value.
Children who grow up in poverty often come to believe the lie
that they don’t matter. Most devastatingly, children in poverty
miss out on knowing that they have been created in the image
of our almighty God who has a purpose for their lives.
This is why Compassion’s approach to tackling poverty is
long-term and complete. We address the needs of the whole
child, by focusing our program around four core areas of a
child’s development: spiritual growth, education, relational
development and health.

When will my first contribution be processed?
The first payment is processed by Compassion on the 5th or the 15th of
the month if using pre-authorized bank withdrawal or on the 25th if using
a credit card.

When will I receive my first letter from my
sponsored child?
Two to three months after sponsorship begins.
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When will a sponsored child complete
Compassion’s Child Sponsorship Program?
The age of children graduating from Compassion’s programs varies from
country to country, depending on the education system, but generally
ranges between 18 and 22 years old.

Can I sponsor a child who is the same age or
gender as my own child/grandchild/sibling?
Yes! If you have a specific request regarding sponsoring a child that
doesn’t match any of the Child Sponsorship Forms provided, you can
complete a Child Request Form instead. Once the form has been
returned, our team will select a child that meets your request.

How do you know sponsorship works?
Compassion has been involved in individual child development for over
60 years. Independent research published in the Journal of Political
Economy in 2013 found graduates of Compassion’s program stayed
in school longer, were more likely to have salaries and white-collar
employment, and were more likely to be leaders in their churches and
communities than their peers who did not participate in the program.

How does Compassion sponsorship release
children from poverty?
Compassion links children from desperately poor backgrounds with a
loving local church. Through these church-based projects we offer training,
resources and support to help children build a future free from poverty.

What is Compassion’s approach to sponsorship?
Compassion has a long-term approach to child development that
addresses the needs of the whole child, including their spiritual growth,
education, relational development and health.
Spiritual growth. Loving Christian staff share the gospel with children
in a culturally and age appropriate way. Children see the love of Christ
in God’s Word as they explore the Bible together and through the
actions of their project staff and sponsors.
Education and Vocation. Sponsorship assists with school fees, the
purchase of books, uniforms and stationery to ensure children can
complete a basic formal education. Staff also help children to develop
their own skills and interests through vocational training and mentoring,
so they can support themselves and their families in adulthood.
Relational Development. Project social workers get to know the
children really well and help them to make healthy decisions in
regard to their behaviour. This is done though youth camps, sports,
community services, counseling and mentoring.
Health. Compassion carefully monitors the health of each registered
child through regular medical and dental checkups. Children are
taught about basic health, hygiene and nutrition and supplementary
support is provided for children with specific medical needs.

What happens to my sponsored child if I need
to cancel my sponsorship?
If you need to discontinue your child sponsorship, we will immediately
look for a new sponsor for your child and continue the child’s sponsorship
support without interruption.

We currently partner with nearly 7,000 local churches in 25 developing
countries. Poverty can look very different in each community, which is why
we use the expertise of our local staff to tailor programs that meet the
specific needs of the children and families they work with.
The practical support of a project, coupled with the love of local staff and
the encouragement of a sponsor, helps a child to build a life filled with
opportunity and hope. Many children come to have a deep-rooted faith in
Jesus, which they often share with their families.
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The Serious
Stuff:
Protecting
People’s Details

At all of our events, our supporters trust us with their personal and
financial details. It’s a huge responsibility and one we take seriously. As
someone representing Compassion, you’ll be responsible for ensuring
the privacy and security of the supporter details you collect. Don’t panic,
though! Follow these three steps and you can rest assured that sponsors’
details are safe and secure.

Step 1

Ensure forms are handled by as few people
as possible.
The fewer people handling the forms, the better. Once a supporter
has completed their Child Sponsorship Form, check that they have
filled it out correctly, then place the form in a secure spot until the end
of the event.

Step 2

Secure all sponsorship forms once they have
been completed.
Once someone has completed the sponsorship form, remove it from
sight to help keep it safe. A box with a lock is the best place to secure
your forms, but a briefcase or bag under the table will also do the job.
As the Sharing Compassion host, make sure the completed forms are
always in your care.

Step 3

Mail all sponsorship forms to Compassion as
soon as possible.
After your event, fill out the Sponsorship Completion Form,
including the number of sponsorship forms enclosed, the number
of sponsorship forms that contain credit card data, the name of your
event and your name. Please mail the Sponsorship Completion Form
and the completed Child Sponsorship Forms back to our London office
in the return envelope provided. Please drop your envelope off at the
designated courier outlet and be sure to obtain a receipt from them.
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“Whoever welcomes
one of these little
children in my name
welcomes me; and
whoever welcomes me
does not welcome me
but the one who sent me.”
– Mark 9:37

28

