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Introduction
HOW TO USE THIS SMALL GROUP GUIDE

Welcome to the Eyes to See small group guide! We are so excited that you have chosen to go on this journey 
as a small group to see poverty through God’s eyes and take steps in your everyday lives to reflect God’s love 
to a world in need. 

Each week is organized into the following seven sections, all meant to be easily adaptable to your group’s con-
text and needs. Choose and change what you need to best suit your group.

Setting the Scene | This gives your group some basic background information about the week’s topic, so you 
all start the discussion on the same page. It is especially important for members of your group not following 
along with the daily Eyes to See readings. You might read this as a group to start your time together or send it 
to your members to read before they come. 

Read | These scripture references are meant to be read together as a group, to set the tone of the discussion. 
There will be lots of opportunity to discuss these passages in the discussion questions.

Watch | Access the 15-20 minute Eyes to See films at www.eyestosee.ca. These films will drive a significant part 
of your discussion.

Reflect | These questions are designed to get the group talking about what stands out to them from the films 
and readings, and to share and discuss their thoughts, agreements, disagreements and discoveries. This is the 
time to dive deep into scripture and examine what the Bible tells us about poverty and how the Church can 
respond.

Respond | These questions are designed to take the discussion into everyday life. How can this week’s discus-
sion be applied and lived out? How does it change or shape how we lead our lives? 

Pray | A prayer list is provided to guide your group in a time of prayer as you close.

At-Home Challenge | These activities and applications are for the group to try throughout the week. They are 
specifically designed to give those not following along with the daily Eyes to See readings a way to learn more 
and apply these discussions in everyday life.

We are praying that this experience is a fruitful time of learning, growth, challenge and application for your small 
group! 

Be sure to visit www.eyestosee.com for additional Eyes to See resources.
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Big Picture

Have you ever looked down on the area where you live from an airplane? You can see the lay of the land, 
where the rivers go, what is actually big and what is small. The shapes of things become clear. It’s called taking 
the 10,000-foot view—getting the big picture.

That’s what this week is all about: getting the big picture. God never intended poverty. After people disobeyed 
God, every aspect of life spun out of its intended orbit. This week, we’ll go deeper in our understanding of 
poverty, exploring its spiritual roots and how that impacts all our relationships.

Setting the Scene

In the Garden of Eden, we see that God created a world in which poverty, brokenness and injustice could not 
exist—wholeness, abundance and perfection was the default setting of the world. When humans sinned against 
God, it ruined not only our relationship with Him, but with ourselves, each other and the world, too. Suddenly, 
poverty and injustice became the default setting of the world. Today, we see the ripple effects of these broken 
relationships throughout the world in the form of many things, including poverty. We are broken people in 
broken relationships, building a broken world in which poverty, oppression and injustice can thrive. When we 
understand that poverty is spiritual, it entirely changes the way we think about and respond to poverty. 

Read

Genesis 3:8-24 
Colossians 1:15-20

Watch

“Week One: Ten Thousand Foot View” Film

Ten Thousand
Foot View

WEEK ONE
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Reflect

• Is the idea that poverty is an effect of the Fall and the resulting broken relationships new to you? Do you 
agree? Why or why not?

• Where in Genesis 3:8-24 do you see our four fundamental relationships (with God, with ourselves, with others 
and with the world) become broken? Where do you see God already and immediately beginning to redeem 
and reconcile the brokenness?

• How does understanding poverty as a result of broken relationships change how you think about poverty? 
What does Colossians 1:15-20 tell us about the solution to poverty?

• In light of understanding poverty as a result of the Fall, what does Jesus’ death and resurrection have to do 
with the solution to poverty? Have you ever thought of the gospel as part of the solution to poverty before?

Respond

• Where do you see wholeness in your own life and community when it comes to each of the four fundamental 
relationships? Where do you see brokenness?

• What assumptions do you tend to make about those living in economic poverty? Why do you think that is?
• How do you typically feel when you hear about poverty? Maybe you feel guilt, despair, hope, conviction, or 

anger. Perhaps you feel a combination of a few of those things or something entirely different. Why do you 
think you feel the way you do? How do your feelings and reactions affect how you respond to poverty? 

• How does understanding poverty as a result of the Fall and our broken relationships change or shape how 
we should respond to poverty? 

• What issues of poverty and injustice do you tend to turn a blind eye to? What steps do you need to take to 
choose to see these injustices? How can you put that into practice this week?

Pray

• Thank God for the ways He sees and cares for needs—both our own and that of all people around the world.
• Ask God to encourage us, inspire us, and equip us with courage, sensitivity and hearts of compassion as we 

begin to see the world with His eyes.
• Pray for healing, hope and restoration for those who are suffering both here at home and globally. 
• Praise God for the way He brings wholeness to our world through Jesus.

At-Home Challenge

• Watch this video from the Chalmers Centre (https://www.chalmers.org/media/entry/a-deeper-look-at-poverty) 
and reflect on what poverty looks like in different parts of the world, including our own homes.

• Extreme poverty is defined as living on less than $1.90 a day. Choose one meal this week and try to spend 
$2 or less per person.
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Big Picture

This week, we’ll come down from looking at the big picture and put the focus on our own lives because, to be 
honest, that’s often where our blind spots lurk. Thinking about poverty through the lens of broken relationships 
and recognizing our own poverty changes everything. It isn’t just about homelessness, hunger, or a lack of 
resources. It’s about our own hearts and lives.

Setting the Scene

There is no doubt we are incredibly blessed as Canadians. In 2011, the average income after tax for an 
individual in Canada was $31,400. According to globalrichlist.com, this puts the average Canadian in the top 2 
per cent of earners in the world. But it is not just about money. We also have comfort, convenience, power, and 
safety—things that make us extremely privileged, especially on the global stage. As we thank God for the ways 
He has blessed us, we want to explore how God is calling us to devote our lives, along with all He has blessed 
us with, to Him and His Kingdom. 

Read

Exodus 16:11-20 
Romans 12:1-2

Watch

“Week Two: Seeing Ourselves” Film

Seeing  
Ourselves

WEEK TWO



Reflect

• Talk about the word “privilege.” What comes to mind when you hear that word? Why is it often hard  
to see our own privilege?

• In what way or ways can wealth hinder our relationship with God? 
• What do you think God was trying to teach the Israelites by raining manna from heaven each day and 

instructing them to take only enough for each day?
• What can God’s instructions to the Israelites in Exodus 16 tell us about how He wants us to manage our 

wealth and resources today?
• In what ways are we “so well adjusted to [our] culture that [we] fit into it without even thinking”? In what ways 

do we or could we see Christ’s renewal and transformation in our lives by placing our “everyday, ordinary life” 
before Him as an offering? 

Respond

• We often think of wealth and privilege as only about money. But what other privilege or “wealth” do you hold 
that you can use to further God’s Kingdom and reflect His love?

• What fears, reservations or anxieties hold you back from living in an upside-down Kingdom way? What 
propels, motivates and makes you excited about living in an upside-down Kingdom way?

• In what areas of your life have you believed the lie of scarcity? What is the “rotting manna” in your life? Is 
there something you are you clutching so tightly that you know you need to let go of and trust God with? 
What practices or steps can help you do that?

• What changes can be made in the way you direct your time, money, or resources to make space to better 
reflect God’s love to the world?

Pray

• Thank God for the way He has blessed us with many things, but most importantly with His love and a 
relationship with Him.

• Ask God to speak truth into our lives when we are tempted to believe the lie of scarcity, and to give us eyes 
to see the things in our lives that we are clutching too tightly.

• Ask God to give us courage to live like Jesus—in upside-down and backwards, sacrificial ways.
• Praise God for the ways He is transforming us as we live out our everyday lives to serve Him.

At-Home Challenge

• Check out www.globalrichlist.com and see where you land. Do your results surprise you? How does this 
knowledge change your perspective?

• Put this week’s Bible passage (Romans 12:1-2) in a place where you’ll see it frequently—in your wallet, in the 
pantry, on your dashboard or on your mirror—as a reminder to place your everyday, ordinary life before God 
as an offering. 
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Big Picture

There is so much need around the world and in our own country, and so many competing ideas of how to 
respond. But God hasn’t left us adrift without a guide. This week, we’ll explore how the Bible reveals God’s 
heart for the poor, and His plan to restore hearts and lives through the actions of His people.

Setting the Scene

God has a heart for the poor. This is revealed to us in the Bible and exemplified to us in the life of Jesus. As the 
Church, it is our calling to follow Christ’s example in living out God’s heart for the poor. Jesus founded only one 
institution while on earth—the Church—and it is His only plan for advancing His Kingdom.

Read

Luke 4:18-19 
Matthew 28:18-20

Watch

“Week Three: Seeing God” Film

Seeing  
God

WEEK THREE



Reflect

• Many passages in the Bible tell us about God’s heart for the poor, showing that He is a God of justice, mercy and 
compassion (i.e. Leviticus 23:22, Isaiah 58, Micah 6:8). How familiar are you with this part of God’s character? 
What parts of God’s character are you more familiar with? Less familiar with? Why do you think that is?

• How do you think Israel felt while waiting for their promised King? Can you relate to this waiting or doubting in 
your own life experiences?

• What do Jesus’ mission (as proclaimed by him in Luke 4:18-19), life, and actions tell us about God’s character? In 
what ways did Jesus exemplify the upside-down life that we talked about last week?

• The Church is God’s only plan to advance His Kingdom here on earth—there is no plan B. How does this 
change, inform or shape your opinion or view of church? 

Respond

• How would you respond to someone who questions God’s goodness, justice, compassion and mercy in light 
of all the brokenness, suffering, poverty and injustice in the world?

• What do today’s Bible passages tell us about how we should act in the world and respond to poverty and 
injustice as Christians and as the Church? 

• In what ways are local churches uniquely and best positioned to respond to the needs of their communities? 
• How have you seen the Church respond to poverty and injustice in Christ-like ways? In what ways has your 

own local church responded to poverty and injustice in the past? In what new or continuing ways do you 
think your church can respond?

Pray

• Praise God for His deep compassion, justice and mercy, and the ways He cares deeply for the poor and 
vulnerable in our world.

• Thank God for the example He sent us in His Son, Jesus.
• Ask God to grant local churches around the world strength, courage, protection and mercy as they reflect His 

love to those in need in their communities. Pray especially for persecuted churches, and churches who may 
be in economic poverty themselves, as they serve the poor in their communities. 

• Pray that those who are served by churches around the world would be healed, renewed and transformed in 
all aspects of their lives—spiritually, physically, mentally and emotionally—by the love and care shown to them 
by the local church.

At-Home Challenge

• Visit www.operationworld.org and spend some time learning about and praying for the day’s featured nation. 
Pray for local churches in that country as they minister to their communities.

• When you see someone in need this week, instead of rushing by, consider how you can follow the example 
of Jesus in responding to their need.
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Big Picture

It’s easy to find ourselves using “us” and “them” language when we think about people living in poverty, but we 
are all the same as human beings created in God’s image. This week, we will be challenged to examine how 
we see others—and how we act toward them as a result.

Setting the Scene

When we talk about reflecting God’s love to a world in need, it is important to examine how we perceive 
people living in economic poverty. We may be tempted to see people living in economic poverty as problems 
rather than people. We can adopt a saviour complex and see ourselves as heroes, when really, we’re all poor, 
helpless and weak people in need of our Saviour, Jesus. We need to recognize that we are all broken and 
all wonderfully created in God’s image. We can then begin to stand together in community and solidarity with 
those who are vulnerable and marginalized amongst us.

Read

Philippians 2:3-5 
Acts 2:42-47

Watch

“Week Four: Seeing Others” Film

Seeing  
Others

WEEK FOUR



Reflect

• Now that we are at the halfway point of this journey, how do you define poverty? How has your definition 
changed, expanded or been challenged?

• How do you tend to perceive those who are economically poor? What does it mean and what might it look like to 
“have the same mindset as Christ Jesus” in our relationship with others, as it says in Philippians 2:3-5?

• Why is it important to keep scripture passages like Philippians 2:3-5 in mind when responding to poverty and 
serving those in need? 

• In what ways can viewing people as problems that need fixing or victims that need saving—essentially, having a 
“saviour complex”—further hurt and dishonour people living in poverty? 

• What does standing in solidarity with those who are marginalized mean to you?
• What are the advantages of living in an individualistic society? What are the disadvantages? What example do we 

see in Acts 2:42-47 from the early church of what community should look like? 

Respond

• How does changing your view of people in poverty change how you respond to the needs of the 
economically poor in your community and around the world?

• What steps can you take in your life to prevent responding to poverty with a “saviour complex”?
• What steps would you like to take to live more of your life in community with others? 
• What could standing in solidarity with those who are marginalized look like in your own life? What could it look 

like for your church? What are some ways that we can do things with those in poverty rather than for them?

Pray

• Thank God for the way that He has created each person in His image and redeemed each of us.
• Ask God to help us see each person, including those living in economic poverty, through His eyes.
• Repent of the times you have responded to others as problems rather than people and numbers rather than 

neighbours. Ask God to grant us humility as we respond to poverty.
• Ask God to open our eyes to the ways He is drawing us deeper into community with our neighbours and 

those in need.
• Ask God for guidance as we endeavour to stand in solidarity with those in poverty in our everyday lives. Ask 

Him to reveal ways that we can effectively do things with those living in poverty rather than for them.

At-Home Challenge

• Spend some time on Dollar Street: www.gapminder.org/dollar-street. What parallels do you see with your own 
home and your own family in these photos and profiles? What do we learn about others, specifically those 
who live in poverty, when we look past the statistics and stereotypes? 

• This week, find a way to join in community with someone you wouldn’t normally spend time with. Perhaps you 
could invite a neighbour over for dinner, join in on a community dinner, or organize a BBQ or picnic in your 
neighbourhood. What did you learn from spending time in community with new people?
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Big Picture

We’ve looked at most of the relationships broken by the Fall—our relationships with God, with ourselves and 
with others. This week, we will look at the ways our relationship with the world around us is affected by the Fall 
and by Jesus’ redeeming work. It is so easy to focus on having more, doing more and being more. But God 
tells us that nothing we have is ours, we are simply stewards of the resources He has given us. This week, we’ll 
explore how God calls us to participate in His mission in our daily living as people who work, consume and live 
in relationship with one another.

Setting the Scene

When God created the world, He left humans in charge of taking care of it, cultivating it and stewarding it. The 
problem, of course, is that the Fall broke this relationship, too. Today, we are far from being the good stewards 
that God intended us to be, and our choices as stewards have direct and oftentimes adverse impacts on the 
lives of those who live in economic poverty. However, as God redeems all of our relationships, He desires to 
redeem our relationship with His creation, too—and as He does, we can learn to steward all He has given us for 
His Kingdom, cultivating a world in which we can all thrive in all aspects of our lives.

Read

Genesis 1:28, 3:14-20 
Romans 8:19-22

Watch

“Week Five: Seeing the World” Film

Seeing  
the World

WEEK FIVE



S T U D Y  G U I D E    1 2

Reflect

• What does Genesis 1:28 tell us about our responsibility towards God’s creation as Christians?
• How aware are you of our broken relationship with the created world? Where do you see our relationship 

with the created world being broken in Genesis 3? How do you experience this broken relationship in your 
own life?

• What does Romans 8:19-22 tell us about creation? With this is mind, what should our attitude towards the 
created world be? 

• In what ways are the economically poor directly affected by our lifestyle choices and actions as stewards of 
the resources God has left in our care?

• How should our relationship with Jesus inform our consumption habits, our spending and giving habits?

Respond

• How much do you pay attention to God’s command to Adam in Genesis 1 to “rule over” (or manage and 
steward) His creation? Why do you think that is?

• How can you change your consumption habits to become a better steward and better serve people living in 
poverty? 

• How do you practise generosity with your time, talents and money? What holds you back from being 
generous? What steps do you need to take to tear down those barriers?

• What step can you take this week to better steward what God has placed in your care?

Pray

• Praise God for His beautiful creation that he has given us to enjoy, care for, and manage.
• Pray for protection for those in living in extreme poverty who are most vulnerable to the adverse effects of 

humanity’s poor choices as stewards.
• Ask God to show us ways that we can change our consumption habits to be better stewards of the world and 

the resources that He has left in our care. 
• Ask God for guidance as we live generously with our time, talents and money.

At-Home Challenge

• Take the tests on one or both of www.slaveryfootprint.org and www.stewardship.org.uk/generous-id. Did your 
results surprise you? What did you learn about your consumption and/or giving habits?

• As you shop or consume this week, take note of areas in your consumption habits where you could be a 
better steward of the resources in your care. Do some research on how you can change your habits in this 
area. Can you live simpler? Buy second-hand? Find an ethical source? www.goodguide.com and  
www.betterworldshopper.org are good places to start.
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Big Picture

We’ve spent the last five weeks learning more about poverty and gaining a biblical understanding of how to 
respond. This week, we’ll explore what all of this means for our lives. We’ll ask God to use us to reflect the love 
and light that Jesus offers this world. We’ll discuss, pray and commit to take a first step. We’ll ask God to guide 
us as to how He would have us move forward.

Setting the Scene

The Bible tells us that God has uniquely equipped us with gifts and passions in order to build His Kingdom—to 
be ‘on mission’ right where we are. Now that we’ve been able to see poverty for what it really is, we want to 
lean into those unique gifts and passions to see how God is calling us to respond to poverty. God is redeeming 
this broken world. The Bible shows us that there will be a day when poverty will be gone forever. And as we 
live in the tension between what is and what is to be, God is calling us to be a part of His redeeming work.

Read

Isaiah 58:8-12 
Revelation 21:5

Watch

“Week Six: Being Jesus to a World In Need” Film

Being Jesus to a  
World In Need

WEEK SIX



S T U D Y  G U I D E    1 4

Reflect

• Why do we only see people who go far away to “do missions” as missionaries? What passages in the Bible show 
us that we are all called to be missionaries, right where we are?

• What do you think it means in Isaiah 58:10 to “spend yourself” on behalf of the hungry? 
• When responding to poverty and injustice gets overwhelming and discouraging, what encouragement can we 

find in Isaiah 58:8-12?
• From what we’ve learned about poverty, why is starting with prayer so important when responding to poverty?
• What do you find the most challenging or the most difficult to understand about living in the tension between 

what is (our broken world) and what is to come (Jesus making all things new, as we read in Revelation 21)? 

Respond

• What would it look like for you to see the world around you as a mission field? What does it mean to engage in a 
mission that touches all aspects of everyday life?

• What gifts and passions has God equipped you with? What gifts and passions do you see in the other members 
of your group? What steps do you need to take to be more familiar with the unique ways God has gifted you to 
contribute to the Kingdom?  

• What issues are you incredibly passionate about? How can you engage deeper with this issue and better 
understand the needs?

• Look over the “Ideas for Taking Action” handout. What ideas stand out to you? What other ideas do you have? 
What could you commit to trying, individually or as a group?

• As this Eyes to See journey comes to a close, what will you take with you into your everyday life? How will your 
lifestyle reflect God’s love to our broken world? How can you keep each other accountable to continuing this 
journey and living these lessons out in your everyday lives?

Pray

• Praise God for the ways He’s uniquely created each of us to respond to the needs of His children, contribute to 
the Body of Christ, and build up His Kingdom.

• Ask God for guidance in discovering your unique gifts and passions and in using them to meet needs in ways 
that honour Him and honour others.

• Ask God for wisdom, courage, humility and strength as we reflect His love to the world. 
• Thank God for the ways He has taught us and shaped us throughout this journey, and ask Him to remind us of 

this journey when we need it.
• Praise God for all the ways He is redeeming the brokenness in this world.
• Commit to living your life in a way that reflects His love to the world in tangible ways.

At-Home Challenge

• Do some research online for some groups that you could get involved with in being Jesus to a world in need.  
Ask yourself thoughtful questions about those groups. Do they respond to the root cause of poverty?  
Do they preach the gospel and empower the Church? Are they committed to doing things with those in need 
rather than for them?

• Pick one of the ideas on the “Ideas for Taking Action” list and try them this week individually, with your family,  
or as a group. 
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We hope your group has been challenged, encouraged and inspired throughout this Eyes to See journey. Now 
it’s time to roll up our sleeves and take some tangible steps in reflecting God’s love to our world in need. Here 
are some ideas for how you can pray, live and give in response to needs in your local community and around 
the world.

Ideas for  
Taking Action

NEXT STEPS
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Locally

• Consider joining your church’s prayer 
ministry.

• Commit to pray for someone in need at the 
same time each day for a set period of time.

• Pray as you walk around your 
neighbourhood for its specific needs.

• Pray as you read the news.

• Pray with others for the needs of your 
community.

• Pray for those in authority—government 
leaders at all levels (1 Timothy 2:2).

Globally

• Ask God to guide you in knowing where 
specifically He wants you to engage with the 
needs of people around the world.

• Choose to fast while praying, especially when 
making specific requests of God or during a 
time of natural disaster or political crisis.

• Receive Compassion’s Prayer of the Day  
email to pray along with the needs of our 
church partners around the world:  
www.compassion.ca/prayer 

• Pray for the persecuted Church:  
www.persecution.com.

Pray
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Locally

• Advocate for just systems in your community 
and country with your votes and voice.

• Shop locally at stores you know use  
ethical practices.

• If you employ others, pay them a living wage. 

• Give people in your church who are from mar-
ginalized groups a voice at the table.

• Engage in relationships with marginalized peo-
ple in your community.

• Become involved in mercy ministries already 
established in your church. Consider where 
there may be gaps in the ministries your church 
offers.

• Get involved with local organizations that are 
already at work helping needy people in your 
community, such as at food banks, ESL classes, 
or groups that work with at-risk youth. 

• Consider if there’s a way you can uniquely use 
your gifts to serve. Start a community garden, 
provide meals for those in need, lead a team in 
meeting a specific need, etc.

Globally

• Find ways for your church to build partnerships 
with other churches that are located in areas of 
great need.

• Raise awareness of and advocate for issues 
that are impacting children, such as extreme 
poverty, child labour and slavery.

• Reward companies with your business when 
they demonstrate practices that empower 
people living in poverty. Use  
www.betterworldshopper.com to  
guide your purchases.

• Take steps to lessen your impact on the 
environment.

• Call on our federal government to focus foreign 
policy on justice for people in poverty, fairer 
trade practices and basic human rights for all.

Live
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Give
Locally

• Give first to your church and the ministries of 
mercy they already have in place.

• Put your money where your heart is: become 
a regular donor to local charities that work 
in areas you are passionate about and that 
recognize the spiritual roots of poverty by 
offering the hope of the gospel. 

• Raise funds and awareness for local causes 
that reflect Jesus’ Kingdom values.

• Be spontaneous and generous in your giving—
and also be wise. Many Christians carry Tim 
Horton’s gift cards and offer them to homeless 
people, rather than giving away money.

• Meet tangible needs of people in your 
community by doing things such as buying 
groceries for a family in need or school 
supplies for a child who may go without in your 
community.

• Consider if there’s a way you can uniquely use 
your gifts to serve. Start a community garden, 
provide meals for those in need, lead a team in 
meeting a specific need, etc.

Globally

• Donate to organizations that support the work 
of local churches in the developing world and 
support the spread of the gospel. 

• Support organizations that focus on the root 
causes of poverty, not offering short-term or 
superficial solutions but long-term change. 

• Support organizations that encourage and 
facilitate community participation to truly 
transform people. 

• In times of natural disaster or political turmoil, 
send donations for relief quickly to make a life-
or-death difference.  

• Support organizations that are fighting injustice 
that impacts people in poverty, such as 
International Justice Mission.

• Help people in developing countries gain 
access to vital infrastructure, such as safe water 
and sanitation. (One way you can do this is 
through Compassion’s Gift Guide:  
www.compassion.ca/gifts 

• Address the root causes of poverty by helping 
children develop in all the areas of their lives by 
becoming a Compassion sponsor:  
www.compassion.ca  


